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Aon Sprinkler Certification Technical Note 
 

Note Number: 15-15  
 

Issue: 1 Date: 11 May 2015 

Subject 
 

Sprinkler System Compliance Certificates 

Notice: Aon Sprinkler Certification Technical Notes provide guidance notes which may be used in certification of sprinkler installations 
by Aon New Zealand. If sprinkler installations are being certified by any other Sprinkler System Certifier, these Technical Notes may 
not apply. 

 
 
NZS4541 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems and NZS4515 Fire Sprinkler Systems for Life Safety in Sleeping 
Occupancies require that sprinkler installations are certified by a Sprinkler System Certifier. Aon is the only 
organisation currently trading as such an organisation. Aon is accredited by IANZ under ISO/IEC 
17020:2012 to provide this service. 
 
 

New Construction 
If the sprinkler system is compliant with the nominated standard Aon will issue an IANZ endorsed 
Sprinkler System Certificate of Compliance.  If the sprinkler system deviates from a nominated 
standard Aon may issue an unendorsed Sprinkler System Certificate. 
 
The evidence that a Building Consent Authority can seek that a system is certified is as follows: 
 

 For systems complying with NZS4541 a copy of Aon’s Form 6 Sprinkler System Certificate of 
Compliance. This form will normally consist of three pages – a certificate, a system information 
summary, and a copy of the fire protection contractor’s block plan, which shows the extent of 
protection. 

 For systems complying with NZS4515, Form 14 will normally consist of three pages, also consisting 
of a certificate, a system information summary and a block plan. 

 In some cases, a sprinkler system will be consented with deviations from a nominated standard. This 
will normally apply only in exceptional cases, where the Fire Safety Design for the building 
nominates these deviations in the Consent Documentation. In such cases, a three page 
“unendorsed” certificate will be issued. 

 
Historically, some Building Consent Authorities have been accepting a letter/report from an ISO 17020 
accredited Inspection Company as evidence that compliance has been achieved for the purposes of issuing 
a Code Compliance Certificate for the building.  Such letters are not adequate evidence, albeit, in most 
cases, they may provide sufficient evidence that the sprinkler system is substantively complete and 
functional, to the extent that a Certificate of Public Use could be issued. 
 
Figure 1 shows the format of a typical Sprinkler System Certificate of Compliance.  The Building 
Consent Authority should expect to receive this document prior to issuing a Code Compliance 
Certificate for the works (except as described above). 
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Extensions and Alterations to Existing Systems 
Aon may issue either Sprinkler System Extension/Alteration Compliance Statement (for all or part of 
the building) or, if not required then the installer (contractor) will provide a Producer Statement and 
the Inspection Company will provide a letter of compliance. 
 
NZS4541:2013 clause 112.7 provides reasonably clear guidelines as to when a Sprinkler System Certifier 
needs to be engaged on the project. Previous editions of the standard were not as clear. 
 
This clause states: 

 
 
For example, in (a) if an office or retail fit-out requires that up to 40 heads be shifted or changed without 
altering the pipe work feeding the drops to these heads or the K factor of the sprinkler, then a Sprinkler 
System Certifier’s endorsement of these works is not required . In such cases, the Building Consent 
Authority could reasonably expect to seek evidence of compliance in the form of a producer statement from 
the fire protection contractor, along with verification that the works comply in the form of a letter from an 
inspection company accredited under ISO17020 to carry out that work. 
 
Unfortunately, clause 112.7 could also be open to interpretation. We are aware of some projects where 
alterations have occurred on multiple floors of a building undergoing seismic strengthening, with the 
argument that the clause applies to each individual floor. Aon believes that this is not appropriate and if such 
significant works are occurring, that details of the works should be submitted to a Sprinkler System Certifier 
for review. 
 
If the extent of works exceeds the limitations provided in clause 112.7, then a Sprinkler System Certifier will 
need to be engaged to certify the works. 
 
However, certification may not be straightforward, for the following reasons: 

 The existing installation may not comply with current codes or standards. 

 The construction contract may limit the works to certain parts of the building. 
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In these cases, it is usually not possible to certify the building as a whole, as the complete system is not 
compliant and Aon will issue a Compliance Statement which is limited to the works involved.  This will 
normally consist of a two page document in letter format, plus a block plan highlighting the area of the works. 
If Aon has any concerns regarding the efficacy of the sprinkler system outside the contracted works, then 
this will be clearly outlined in the document. 
 
Figure 2 shows the format of a typical Compliance Statement.  The Building Consent Authority 
should expect to receive this document prior to issuing a Code Compliance Certificate for the works 
(except as described above).   
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Fig 1 – Format of a Sprinkler System Certificate of Compliance (Block Plan not shown.) 
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Figure 2 – Format of a Compliance Statement for an Extension or Alteration 


